
Steelhead status in Idaho – Update for 2021 Virtual 
Steelhead Workshop

© photo by Ron Roberts 



Bonneville Dam steelhead count, July 1 – October 31
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83 years of counts, 2020 ranked 68th for total count 
(15 years were lower)
2019 ranked 82th and 2018 ranked 78th

2020 return
107, 591 total return
 42,048 unclipped



Hatchery and Wild steelhead return to Lower Granite Dam since 2000
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Avg Wild (25,993) since 2000
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Hatchery origin return at Lower Granite Dam since 2000
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Lower Granite Dam unclip and wild steelhead 
estimates

In past 5 years 
wild fish averaged 
74% of the total 
unclipped return



G
RRO

N
D

IM
N
AH

A

LO
CLW

R

LO
SA

LM

LS
N
AKE

M
FS

ALM

SF
CLW

R

SF
SA

LM

UPCLW
R

UPSA
LM

0
500

1,000
1,500
2,000
2,500
3,000
3,500
4,000
4,500
5,000 4,688

882 849

319

1,450
979 941

496

1,489
1,749

Wild steelhead passage at LGR, July 1 to 
December 31, 2020

by GSI reporting group
Total wild estimate = 13,715

Additional fish will pass LGR in the 
spring of 2021



Statewide steelhead harvest in Idaho by calendar year

2020 harvest 
is for spring 
season only
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2021 Steelhead forecast at Bonneville Dam and 
Lower Granite dams

A Index 85,900 75,392 88% 89,200 44,600
Total Hatchery 52,600 47,260 90% 61,700 30,850
Clip Hatchery 49,900 42,542 85% 57,700 28,850
Unclip Hatchery 2,700 4,718 175% 4,000 2,000
Wild 33,300 28,132 84% 27,500 13,750
B Index 9,600 32,199 335% 7,600 5,320
Total Hatchery 8,200 26,921 328% 6,600 4,620
Clip Hatchery 6,800 23,001 338% 5,600 3,920
Unclip Hatchery 1,300 3,920 302% 1,000 700
Wild 1,400 5,278 377% 1,000 700
Total A/B Index 95,500 107,591 113% 96,800 49,920
Total Hatchery 60,800 74,181 122% 68,300 35,470
Clip Hatchery 56,800 65,543 115% 63,300 32,770
Unclip Hatchery 4,000 8,638 216% 5,000 2,700
Wild 34,800 33,410 96% 28,500 14,450

Expected at 
LGR, run year 
2021-2022

2020 BON 
Forecast 

2020 BON 
Actual Return

2020 Actual / 
2020 Forecast

2021 BON 
Forecast
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