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Clearwater River Steelhead

: - _ Potlatch River
® Five wild populations

e Lower Clearwater River

NF Clearwater River

e Lolo Creek .
_ Clearwater River
e SF Clearwater River
e L ochsa River MF Clearwater River
: l Lochsa River
e Selway River

® One hatchery stock

Selway River

SF Clearwater River




Recreational Fishery

® Trophy steelhead fishery




Fishing Regulations

® July 1t

e Catch and release
- Entire river (to Clear Creek)
® August 1st
e Catch and keep
- Mouth to Memorial Bridge

e Catch and release
- Entire river (to Clear Creek)

® October 15t"

e Catch and keep
- Entire river (to Clear Creek)

® May 1%
e Closed to fishing

idaho Fishing ﬁ?
Seasons and Rules
2016 - 2018

Firdl Btion 200

‘; Free Fishing Day
\'li_./ Saturday, June 11, 2016 * June 10, 2017 * June 9, 2018



Question

® How can we better understand the steelhead
fishery to benefit both steelhead and anglers?



Objectives

® Describe steelhead distribution and movement
e Wild and hatchery steelhead
e Timing into the Clearwater River
e Fate

® Describe angler distribution
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Radio-tagged Steelhead

Lower Clearwater
Radio-tag group Granite Dam River
Potlatch 15 14
Lochsa 23 19
Dworshak NFH 60 58
SF Clearwater 80 74
Total 178 165

Spawn Year 2017



Timing-Lower Granite Dam
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Timing-Clearwater River
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Number of steelhead
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Movement
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Density estimator

0.08

0.06

0.04

0.02

0.00

0.08

0.06 -

0.04

0.02

0.00

4.00

3.00 +

2.00 +

1.00 -

0.00

(0] 2‘5 56 7‘5
f

POT NF SF

$116) (175 R 115 () R /5 B0/ O

LOC

Potlatch Lochsa - Anglers
Fall Fall Fall
n=9 R ny=1170
- 0.06 0.06 1 ny =742
J 0.04 1 0.04 -
: 0.02 1 M 0.02 1
A 0.00 0.00
0.08 6.00
Winter Winter Winter
n=9 n=8 | 500 ny = 1400
0.06 1 = 622
4.00 s
0.04 1 3.00 1
2.00 A
0.02 1
1.00 1
0.00 0.00 ' ndh ul
- 0.08 20.0 ;
Spring Spring Spring
n=3 n=10 ny =393
0.06 | 15.0 1 ny= 243]
0.04 10.0 1
0.02 /\/\’\/\ 5.0
‘I 0.00 T T T T 0.0 u."

(0] 25 50 75 100 125 150, 175 200

f

POT NF SF LOC

River kilometer

0 %5 GRS 76 1 00 *25 150, 175 200

POT NF SF LOC



Density estimator
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Density estimator

Hatchery and Wild . Anglers
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Return to Tributaries

Origin

Tributary Potlatch  Dworshak South Fork  Lochsa

Potlatch 79% 0] 0 0
North Fork 0] 72% 9% 0
South Fork 0 0 66% 0

Lochsa 0] 0] 0 84%




Fate

Steelhead (% tagged)
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Fate

Steelhead (% tagged)

50
mmmm Dworshak
40 -
30 A
20 -
N I I . - I
- & X c
& (‘5 «©° eS 29 &
&\QO R\ - (‘(\3 @ N\ - 3 = \y\“‘
&0 0 g\e gé«)\e \Y) 0@6
QO

Fate



Fate

Steelhead (% tagged)
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Management Implications

® Wild and hatchery

e Limited overlap of wild and hatchery steelhead
e Angling effort focused on hatchery fish
e No evidence of straying by hatchery fish

® Regulation structure
e Highly compartmentalized fishery
e Out-of-basin stocks



Hatchery Effectiveness

® Dworshak steelhead
e Run reconstruction
e Fish are returning to the North Fork
e Few fish collected for brood

® South Fork steelhead

e Higher returns of local brood to South Fork than general
production

e General production had high returns



Future Data Analysis

® Macrohabitat selection
® Summarize 2017-2018 steelhead and angler
data
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