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 Five wild populations
• Lower Clearwater River

• Lolo Creek

• SF Clearwater River

• Lochsa River

• Selway River

 One hatchery stock
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 Trophy steelhead fishery



 July 1st

• Catch and release
 Entire river (to Clear Creek)

 August 1st

• Catch and keep
 Mouth to Memorial Bridge

• Catch and release
 Entire river (to Clear Creek)

 October 15th

• Catch and keep
 Entire river (to Clear Creek)

 May 1st

• Closed to fishing



 How can we better understand the steelhead 
fishery to benefit both steelhead and anglers?



 Describe steelhead distribution and movement
• Wild and hatchery steelhead

• Timing into the Clearwater River 

• Fate

 Describe angler distribution



Methods
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Results



Radio-tag group
Lower 

Granite Dam
Clearwater 

River

Potlatch 15 14

Lochsa 23 19

Dworshak NFH 60 58

SF Clearwater 80 74

Total 178 165

Spawn Year 2017
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Dworshak South Fork Anglers
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Hatchery and Wild Anglers
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Origin

Tributary Potlatch Dworshak South Fork Lochsa

Potlatch 79% 0 0 0

North Fork 0 72% 9% 0

South Fork 0 0 66% 0

Lochsa 0 0 0 84%
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Radio-tag group

Potlatch Lochsa Dworshak South Fork
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 Wild and hatchery
• Limited overlap of wild and hatchery steelhead

• Angling effort focused on hatchery fish

• No evidence of straying by hatchery fish

 Regulation structure
• Highly compartmentalized fishery

• Out-of-basin stocks



 Dworshak steelhead
• Run reconstruction

• Fish are returning to the North Fork 

• Few fish collected for brood

 South Fork steelhead
• Higher returns of local brood to South Fork than general 

production

• General production had high returns



 Macrohabitat selection
 Summarize 2017-2018 steelhead and angler 

data
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