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[bookmark: _GoBack]ABSTRACT:  Condit Dam on the lower White Salmon River in Washington state was breached in 2011 and completely removed in 2012, restoring passage for migratory fish for the first time in about 100 years (including access to over 32 miles of steelhead habitat).  In the 14 years since dam removal, multiple agencies have conducted efforts to monitor natural recolonization by anadromous salmonids, although monitoring has not been comprehensive or continuous due to limited funding.  Spawning ground surveys, smolt trapping, stream electrofishing, and Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) tagging have provided information on adult and juvenile distribution and abundance; and genetic analysis has helped characterize recolonization sources and other population traits.  Adult steelhead spawners have been documented in all the major anadromous-accessible tributaries to the White Salmon River (all upstream of the former dam site), including upstream of a 12-ft. waterfall.  Coho and Chinook Salmon spawners are also using habitat upstream of the former dam site.  Juvenile steelhead and Coho Salmon rearing has been documented in most of the tributaries and outmigration estimates indicate successful within-subbasin production, with PIT-tagged fish from the White Salmon being detected at Bonneville Dam as smolts and returning adults.  Preliminary genetic analysis of juvenile steelhead indicates primary influence from White Salmon populations and secondary contributions from Skamania and Hood River stocks.  Abundance trends for steelhead adults and juveniles showed initial increases immediately following dam removal, then leveled off or fluctuated along with basinwide trends; ongoing population trends are still highly uncertain or unknown.  Spawner surveys are continuing but lack full geographic coverage for steelhead.  Smolt trapping is planned to restart for the 2027-2029 outmigration seasons, following a 5-year gap.  While additional monitoring funds and efforts are needed to answer questions that remain about the pace and extent of recovery, it is clear that steelhead and other anadromous fish are now using the restored passage and reproducing in habitat that is once again available in the White Salmon watershed. 
