Title: Klamath River – understanding where we are going, sequencing actions and expectations for O. mykiss.

Presenter: Tommy Williams PhD, NOAA Fisheries, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Santa Cruz Laboratory.

After decades of effort, large portions of the Klamath River that have been inaccessible to Pacific salmon and steelhead for more than a century are now accessible and anadromous salmonids are returning to this landscape. This happened as a result of committed efforts to form partnerships across communities including Tribal, local, regional as well as federal, state, and local agencies, communities, and organizations with a commitment to take the long and broad view of river recovery, the fish, and the Basin as a whole. This approach encouraged those planning fish restoration to take an approach that focused on understanding the historical conditions and river processes. As a result, the focus has been and continues to be on restoring ecological and physical processes that will lead to self-sustaining populations of anadromous salmonids and the ecosystems where they were historically. This requires partners to lock in and focus relentlessly on those actions (or inactions) that would give the landscape the best chance, over time – many generations of fish – to restore a connected, dynamic, and resilient landscape for anadromous fish. With major constraints removed and fish able to move throughout the basin, restoration activities continue as does monitoring to assess where we are in terms of restoring those physical and ecological processes that will allow for reestablishing self-sustaining fish populations, and how we know when we get there. 




