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Abstract:
Endangered at both the federal and state level, Southern California Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) face a variety of challenges.  Over-allocated water resources, flashy systems, and fish passage barriers may prevent fish from moving between ocean and streams, or among aquatic habitats.  Catastrophic events like drought, fire, and heavy rains exacerbate some of these conditions, challenging Southern California Steelhead recovery.  While resource managers implement long-term solutions to reconnect high-quality habitat, a short-term strategy of rescue and relocation is being used to minimize loss of individuals.  In 2025 alone, over 4,000 individual O. mykiss were relocated from isolated or degraded waters to more suitable habitat.  The current regulatory framework, decision-making process, and field execution of O. mykiss fish rescues will be discussed, as well as opportunities for data analysis and streamlining.
