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Abstract
Recreational steelhead fisheries in Idaho are a major source of economic activity in Idaho, generating millions of dollars yearly for urban and rural communities alike. Among steelhead fisheries in the Clearwater Region, the South Fork Clearwater River is one of the most popular and rural, requiring substantial hatchery contributions to maintain a consistent fishery. Since 2010, the South Fork Clearwater Localized Broodstock Program has collected hatchery-origin steelhead that are localized to the South Fork Clearwater River by utilizing volunteer anglers for both Clearwater Hatchery and Dworshak National Fish Hatchery (DNFH).  Due to the lack of fish traps on the river, the assistance of volunteer anglers in collecting steelhead for transport back to DNFH is a necessity to reach broodstock goals for the fishery and reduce reliance on hatchery trapping. Anglers interested in assisting sign a volunteer form handed out by IDFG staff, documenting their participation and allowing them to handle unclipped steelhead. Once a steelhead is caught by an angler, it is placed in a holding tube to be sampled by IDFG staff and subsequently transported to the hatchery if determined to be of hatchery origin. Over the last twelve years, over 5000 steelhead have been collected by volunteers for the program, and the estimated proportion of the run able to be collected has increased by 6% in the last six years predominately due to increased participation. This has allowed the South Fork Clearwater stock to largely consist of the progeny of South Fork Clearwater-origin fish with little supplementation from DNFH swim-in broodstock. As of 2025, captured steelhead deemed natural origin are permitted to be genetically sampled for Parentage Based Tagging which can better reveal the contribution of hatchery parents to natural offspring production. The South Fork Clearwater Localized Broodstock Program is a remarkable large-scale example of a successful partnership between multiple agencies to maintain a popular sport fishery with broodstock contributed by members of the public, many who have formed a unique vested interest and pride in the persistence of the fishery. 
