Beginning in 2026, Washington will introduce an electronic catch reporting (eCRC) option for recreational steelhead fisheries. This transition creates an opportunity to substantially modernize harvest monitoring and reduce the reliance on delayed, post-season estimates derived from paper catch cards. We outline the design of Washington’s forthcoming harvest estimation system, which integrates mobile app–reported catch with existing sampling programs to produce in-season estimates of recreational steelhead harvest. The presentation details three components: (1) the operational framework for collecting, validating, and storing eCRC data; (2) the statistical and computational architecture for generating routine, in-season harvest estimates; and (3) a planned evolution of analytical methods as the eCRC database expands, including incorporation of sophisticated statistical and machine learning models, bias-correction strategies, and methods to quantify uncertainty under varying reporting rates. Modernizing recreational catch monitoring will support more timely, transparent, and data-rich management of steelhead fisheries. The proposed framework provides a scalable path for integrating electronic reporting into long-standing monitoring systems, with benefits for both conservation and recreational opportunity.

