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Oregon steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss are classified by NOAA Fisheries into seven Distinct Population Segments (DPS), four of which are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). In recent years, these populations have experienced increasing pressures in both freshwater and marine environments associated with climate and ocean change. Successive marine heatwaves, persistent drought, extreme heat events, and wildfire have influenced steelhead populations across much of the state. In this presentation, I will summarize recent abundance patterns, evaluate key environmental stressors, and highlight management actions aimed at supporting the long-term viability of Oregon steelhead.
