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Participation in the recreational steelhead fishery in California requires anglers obtain and return a steelhead report card annually so that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) may monitor and manage the fishery.  However, anglers rarely return their report cards to CDFW which hampers the usage of the dataset and limits management of the fishery. Understanding why nonreporting is so prevalent and potential ways to address nonreporting would improve CDFW’s ability to manage the steelhead fishery. To address this, an analysis was conducted to investigate angler attributes that may be contributing to angler nonresponse and evaluated trends in angler demographics as they relate to return rates. This presentation will provide an overview on the angler demographic analysis, results, and provide recommendations for improving angler reporting compliance.   

