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Steelhead are an iconic and keystone species in the state of Idaho and are highly valued by anglers and wild fish enthusiasts. Idaho provides harvest and catch-and-release opportunities across over 1,000 kilometers of river in the Clearwater River and Salmon River basins. However, most subbasins do not allow fishing opportunities and are used as refuge areas for wild fish. Steelhead populations in the Snake River basin that include the Clearwater River and Salmon River basins were listed as threatened in 1997 due to precipitous declines following dam construction. Snake River basin steelhead populations are monitored and managed at several spatial scales both within and outside the state of Idaho. The most robust data for wild and hatchery steelhead stocks at the largest scale for Snake River basin populations are collected at Lower Granite Dam, the last mainstem river dam with passage on the Snake River. Steelhead populations at Lower Granite Dam are monitored using genetic techniques to differentiate wild and hatchery fish by respective stocks. Wild steelhead populations are also monitored at PIT-tag arrays as they enter watersheds where they will spawn. Since 2017, Snake River basin wild steelhead stocks have remained below minimum abundance thresholds at Lower Granite Dam based on genetic stock abundances and across respective population watersheds based on PIT tag array estimates of spawners. Hatchery stocks have also remained below mitigation goals at Lower Granite Dam. Angler effort and harvest track the overall abundance of returning fish. Idaho faces many challenges including growing concerns with local predation by waterbird species and non-native fishes (i.e., walleye and smallmouth bass), growing human populations, increasing demands for water storage and use, and resource extraction (e.g., logging, mining). Idaho is heavily engaged in improving freshwater habitats, understanding predator populations and dynamics, extensively monitoring populations, and improving science and methods that aid in managing steelhead populations.

