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Steelhead in 
Alaska

Assessment Methods
• Steelhead Streams
• Weirs

• Situk River, Sashin Creek
• Litnik, Karluk, Ayakulik, Dog Salmon, 

Anchor Rivers
• Snorkel Surveys

• 10 Southeast Alaska Index Streams
• Fishery Information

Situk River

Sashin Creek

Litnik River
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Southeast Alaska 
Steelhead 

Distribution



!(
Juneau

Map adapted from Marston et al. 2008.
Images courtesy of Nate Catterson, USFS

Situk River 
Weir
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High Productivity Period: 2004-2007
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Sashin Creek
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Index Streams on
Kodiak Island Alaska

Litnik RiverKarluk River

Dog Salmon River

Ayakulik River
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Anchor River



Anchor River Weir Steelhead Count
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Snorkel Surveys



Index Streams in
Southeast Alaska



A
verage peak 

count

A
verage

2025
2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997

Stream Name

5959546540423104971411327611073474245458541673577374838609384

White RiverKetchikan

8774447250352811470844411058351461711434110

Ward Creek

1311352081951891661241241392041517813315316684589590122128921231241951885379192156104

Harris River

Prince of Wales
1009138116732753666799841461331541165469137134154102679536821185690

Eagle Creek

216182192149333175184124149151215112131221198251289241369330188416442115152123

Petersburg CreekPetersburg

73759015893811245470835266864668799276314133

Slippery Creek

214197110651791015686205233292141171161154125169991942666734284593791811222813489103296

Ford Arm CreekSitka

17413960734776777889120243996968712011677021325935429665115112120154329

Sitkoh Creek

6063232538407872375861777694516453945947515036484813281155

Pleasant Bay CreekJuneau

262540572718241136121872712273522262636223936134127382926

Peterson Creek

Historic Counts



Standardized Southeast Alaska Peak Snorkel 
Steelhead Counts
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Incorporating High Counts into Trend Line

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

SE
AK

 S
TE

EL
H

EA
D

 A
BU

N
D

A
N

CE
 T

RE
N

D
 L

IN
E

SEAK trend line (only peak counts) Trendline using peak and high counts



Standardized Southeast Alaska Peak/High Snorkel 
& Situk Weir Steelhead Counts
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Standardized Southeast Alaska Peak/High Snorkel 
& Situk Weir Steelhead Counts



Steelhead/Trout Management

• 5 AAC 75.220 Statewide Management 
Standards for Wild Trout

 Optimal Sustained Yield

 Conservative Regulations 

• 5 AAC 75.222 Policy for the 
Management of Sustainable Wild Trout 
Fisheries

 Recognizes importance of 
healthy trout/steelhead 
populations to Alaska

 Conservative management

 Habitat protection

 Importance of scientific 
research to guide management



Conservative Sport Fishing Regulations   

Southcentral Alaska
Harvest Limit:  1 per day, 2 annually (> 20 inches)
• Spawning area closures (Kenai tribs, Kasilof)
• Winter closures
Kodiak Road Zone: C&R
• Trout: 2 per day ( <16) 
• in combination with cutthroat 

Southeast Alaska
Harvest Limit: 1 per day 
• 2 annually (> 36 inches 

minimum)
• Catch and release
• Spawning area closures
• Trout: 2 per day (11-22) in      

combination with cutthroat 

Upper Copper River
2 per day, 1 (> 20 inches)
• Catch and release
• Spawning closures 
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Grand Total2024202320222021202020192018201720162015201420132012201120102009200820072006200520042003Row Labels
102-70-10580

6401112 Mile Creek
11Alder Creek
11Big Bay
11Big Ratz Creek
4211Black Bear Creek
211Blackbear Creek
3100011Cable Creek
11chitina
4211chitina airport

1133113Copper Center
853Copperville

39212131311331334511Eagle Creek
4121Eagle River
00Fall Creek Thorne River
11Flicker Creek
11Ford Arm
11Freshwater Creek
62112Game Creek
11Goose Creek
11Government Slough

351332372132233Harris River
22Hydaburg River
22Irish Creek
11Iyouktug Creek
22Kadake Creek

24130322321421Karta River
147324452447528221766447101011Klawock River

11Kruzoff Island
611121Lake Eva
11Leo Creek
00LogJam
312Luck Creek
3111Marten Creek
22Maybeso Creek

11mile 111.3 HWY 4, copperville
11Mud Bay River
211Nakwasina River
00Natzuhini River
4211Obrien Creek
11Olive Creek
44Point White Creek

35006211247633Ratz Creek
1010111222Redoubt

211Salamander Creek
11Salmon Creek

201311213332Salmon Lake Creek
22salmon point
22Saltery Creek
00Shaheen Creek
61311Shinaku Creek
11Sitkoh Creek

2015158Situk River
71222Skogs Creek
422Spasski Creek
4112St Nicholas Creek
642Stain Creek

16843357512101112877995146135112Staney Creek
611121Steelhead Creek

161217221Stikine River
11Suntaheen Creek
312tazlina

1624467104915161512711379343310Thorne River
11Totem Creek
11Tunahean Creek
33wolfe point
651Woods Canyon

9412442625711731345(blank)
7623836Copper River Fish Wheel

99517262421283641384855485076598575553563443536Grand Total
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Conclusions

• Sport fishery continues to trend towards 
catch and release with very low harvest 
rates. 

• Abundance trends remain below historic 
medians. 

• Size composition has shifted to smaller 
fish on the Situk River.

• Continued opportunities for steelhead 
research in Alaska.

• Continued stock monitoring and 
conservative management are priorities 
statewide.
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