Seasonality and sizes of salmonid smolts (Oncorhynchus spp.) in Fall Creek, Oregon
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Salmonids are at risk throughout Oregon including some populations that are federally listed as threatened or endangered. This poster presents the results of trapping for smolts in Fall Creek (a tributary of the Alsea River), Oregon, from April to June 2009. This was part of a project monitoring the downstream behavior and survival of steelhead in the Alsea basin. We documented: 1) the timing of migration, 2) the number of fish caught and their body lengths, 3) the trap efficiency, 4) and the estimated number of migrants for each species: steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii) and coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutsh). The peak of steelhead smolt migration was mid - April whereas both coho salmon and cutthroat had a peak of smolt migration in early May. Early May also corresponded to high water flow in Fall Creek. The three species also differed in the relationship of body length to time of migration. There was no size trend over time in coho smolts, earlier migrants were the biggest in steelhead trout and the bigger smolts were at the peak of migration for cutthroat trout. This poster is a detailed chronology of juvenile salmonid movements as a baseline for further work on salmonid smolts in the Alsea basin.

