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Abstract:  Live fish and carcass counts, which are useful monitoring tools for adult salmon species, are not applicable to steelhead monitoring because steelhead spend a shorter time on spawning beds, are elusive and hard to count when not actively spawning, and often do not die where they spawn.  Redd counts are a suitable proxy for steelhead abundance but add other challenges to the monitoring program.  As steelhead spawn timing is protracted, and fish may excavate multiple redds, a single redd count may be insufficient.  However, because of highly variable redd longevity individual redds should be marked to avoid double counting.  The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife's coastal adult steelhead monitoring program is entering its second year of using GPS and handheld computers to track individual redds on spawning grounds.  The technology greatly reduces data entry and gives near real-time access to survey data.  It augments, but does not yet replace, traditional redd marking techniques such as flagging and placing painted rocks.

2008 Pacific Coast Steelhead Meeting

Boise, ID

March 4-6, 2008


