Washington Wild Steelhead Historic Abundance and Recovery Parameters
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Historically, Washington coastal and Puget Sound steelhead were extraordinarily abundant. River stocks displayed a very wide range of run-timing and life history variability. Currently, wild steelhead populations:
· Are very depressed compared to historic abundance (typically 1%-5% of historic abundance).  Examples – Puget Sound, Hoh and Queets (both of which have substantial percentages of their watersheds in pristine condition)

· Run-timing have been dramatically altered

· Many life-history strategies are either absent altogether or much reduced

· Population trends continue to decline

Wild steelhead have demonstrated substantial ability to recover rather quickly:
· Puget Sound 1932-1950’s

· Sustut River 1930’s-present

· Kvachina/Utkholok Rivers 1994-present

Recoveries share common features:
· Absence of hatchery fish

· Restricted or no harvest

Present escapement goals (typically very small fractions of historic abundance) and management regimes (continued hatchery introductions and targeted harvest of early run-timed populations) insure wild steelhead cannot recover to healthy levels.
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