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NOAA Strategic Priorities

1. Enhance NOAA's climate services and support the 
establishment of a National Climate Service

2. Support comprehensive marine spatial planning

3. Ensure the sustainability of marine fisheries

4. Strengthen Arctic science and stewardship.

5. Sustain satellite-based Earth observations.
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Ocean Policy Task Force

• On June 12, President Obama created an Ocean Policy Task Force.

• The Task Force (chaired by the Council on Environmental Quality)
was charged with the following responsibilities:

– Within 90 days, develop recommendations for:

• a)  national policy for oceans, coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems;
• b)  a U.S. framework for policy coordination; and 
• c)  an implementation strategy that identifies ways to meet the 

objective of the national policy.

– Within 180 days, develop a recommended framework for effective 
coastal and marine spatial planning.
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Ocean Policy Task Force

• DOC Representative on Task Force – Dr. Jane Lubchenco

• DOC Working Committee Reps – Monica Medina, Margaret Spring, 
Jennifer Lukens, Jean Toal-Eisen (DOC)

• 5 Subgroups Formed:

1. Policy Subgroup – Paul Sandifer (NOS)

2. Coordination Framework Subgroup – Sam Rauch (NMFS)

3. Implementation Strategies Subgroup – Steve Murawski (NMFS)

4. Marine Spatial Planning Subgroup – Sam Rauch, Paul Sandifer 

5.  Public Engagement Subgroup – Justin Kenney (NOAA PA)
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Catch Shares Task Force

• Established to provide input to the Under 
Secretary on a Catch Share Policy

• Membership:  NOAA – Chair
NMFS – 4 HQ; 3 Field
Councils – 8

• Three Listening Sessions held in July 2009

• Task Force to Report to the Under Secretary
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Sustainable Fisheries & Catch Shares Programs 

A catch share is a portion of the overall
annual harvest quota allocated to an
individual, community, cooperative or sector;
in return the recipient is required to limit their 
catch to no more than their allocation.

In appropriate fisheries, they can reduce
overcapacity, minimize bycatch, increase
safety, improve resource stewardship and
limit catches.

A NOAA-Council Task Force is looking at
both impediments and incentives to their 
greater usage. NOAA’s FY 2010 budget 
request includes $24.6 million for catch 
shares.

For more information go to
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/catchshares
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NOAA Economic Stimulus Funding
FY 2009

• $830M for the Following:

- $230M for habitat restoration ($167M); hydrosurvey backlog ($40M); vessel 
maintenance/repair ($20M); and environmental consultations ($3M)

- $430M for NOAA Facilities:

- Pacific Islands Center $142.0 M
- La Jolla, CA $102.0 M
- FSV 6 $  78.0 M
- Satellite Development $  74.0 M
- Weather Service Facilities $    9.0 M
- Facility Maintenance $    8.6 M
- Fairbanks Satellite Facility Construction $    9.0 M
- NEXRAD Dual Polarization Mod. Accel. $    7.4 M

- $170M for Climate Modeling and Super Computing
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Habitat Restoration Projects

• 804 Projects worth $3B Received

• 50 Projects worth $167M Funded

• Project Funding by Region:
– 11 Projects in the Northeast with $34.5M funding
– 3 Projects in the Great Lakes with $16M funding
– 5 Projects in the Gulf of Mexico with $15.8M funding
– 6 Projects in the South Atlantic with $18.6M funding
– 9 Projects in the Southwest with $31.5M funding
– 3 Projects in the Pacific Islands with $9M funding
– 9 Projects in the Northwest with $23.8M funding
– 4 Projects in Alaska with $4.5M funding
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FY 2010 Budget Outlook

• FY 2009 Enacted ORF $754M
Other Accounts $125M

TOTAL $879M

• FY 2010 President’s Budget ORF $841.0M
Other Accounts $  71.0M

TOTAL $912.0M

• FY 2010 House Passed ORF $916.0M
Other Accounts $  21.0M

TOTAL $937.0M

• FY2010 Senate Full Committee ORF $872.0M
Other Accounts $105.0M

TOTAL $977.0M
• House has $ 9.2 M in earmarks.
• Senate has $ 25.2 M in earmarks
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Additional Slides
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Enhance NOAA's climate services

• Integrated Ocean Acidification Initiative (new 
OSB report in December)

• Mitigating Climate Change Impacts on NOAA 
Trust Resources (SLR)

• A regional Approach to Climate Impacts on 
Anadromous Fish - Pacific Salmon 

• Climate Change Adaptation 

• through Habitat Conservation
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Support comprehensive 
marine spatial planning (MSP)

• Creating Comprehensive Marine Spatial Plans in 
US Waters

• Create an MSP group in NOAA
• Build on FY-11 funding for 

capacity building
• Support regional implementation

and OPTF Activities 
(energy pilot?)
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Ensure the sustainability 
of marine fisheries

• Expand Annual Stock Assessments (EASA)

• Support for National Bycatch Report 
Recommendations

• Enforcement Forensics
• Enforcement Operations
• Note: move a number of

alternatives from EBM to here
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Strengthen Arctic science & service• NOAA Arctic Strategy
– High Arctic Ecosystem Science & Community 

Engagement 
– Loss of Sea Ice and impacts on 

ecosystems(LOSI)
– Managing the Arctic’s Living Marine Resources 

(basic capacity building)
• N.B., Support expanded NOAA fleet capabilities in 

the Arctic (construction of FSV-7 for Alaska & Arctic 
LMR & habitat mapping)


