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Commercial Dungeness Crab Season Opens Dec. 1 in Northern 
California 

The Northern California Dungeness crab season will open on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013 
north of the Mendocino County line. The Director has established a 64-hour gear setting 
period for the season when crab trap gear can be set no earlier than 8 a.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 28. Quality tests conducted in the Northern California region in October 
and November indicate that California Dungeness crabs are ready for harvest. Despite 
incomplete testing data from the Eureka port area, data collected on Nov. 9 from this 
area indicated a high degree of probability that the crab would be ready for harvest by 
Dec. 1 and no data suggests low quality or soft-shell conditions. Fish and Game Code 
Section 8276.2 requires the Director to open the season on Dec. 1 unless the crab are 
soft-shelled or of low quality. Oregon and Washington Dungeness crab seasons are 
delayed pending future testing results. In addition, FGC Section 8279.1 prohibits 
anyone who fishes for crab in California, prior to the delayed openings in Oregon and 
Washington, from participating in those crab fisheries for 30 days following the opening 
of the crab fisheries in those states.  

For the results from the pre-season quality tests, please visit: www.psmfc.org/crab/  
 
For more information on Dungeness crab, please visit: 
www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/invertebrate/management_com.asp#crab  
 

### 
 
Please do not reply to this e-mail. CDFWNews@wildlife.ca.gov is for outgoing 
messages only and is not checked for incoming mail. For questions about this News 
Release, contact the individual(s) listed above. Thank you. 
 
Subscribe to CDFW News via e-mail or RSS feed. Go to www.dfg.ca.gov/news.   
 
Like CDFW on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CaliforniaDFW and Twitter 
@CaliforniaDFW.  
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