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State of Washington

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Mailing Address:  600 Capitol Way N • Olympia, WA 98501-1091 • (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207

Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building • 1111 Washington Street SE • Olympia, WA

Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Unit
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Basic Statistics (see Ballast Water Work Group 2007 report for more details)
· One of Top 3 WDFW ANS priorities

· Approx. 4,000 vessel arrivals per year 

· Up to 160 ballast water vessel inspections per year

· Approx 2.5 billion gallons ballast water discharged per year 

· 15-17% vessels do not file any ballast water reporting forms with state

· Exchange not effective – ballast tank sampling data indicates significant coastal species populations persist regardless of:

· Exchange type (flow through, empty refill, or no exchange)

· Coastal (50-200nm) or Oceanic (>200nm) exchange 

WA State Ballast Water Management is Effective

· Significant reduction in discharge of unexchanged ballast waters since implementation

· Compliance better than USCG independently

· Treatment is goal

· Excellent cooperation/collaboration with federal, state, and tribal governments, industry representative, NGO representatives, and other stakeholders

· Excellent state relationship in cooperation/collaboration with USCG Seattle and Portland sectors

WA State Management is Geared for the Long-Term 

· Work in cooperation/collaboration with USCG on ballast water management and enforcement for highest quality results

· West coast now has ballast water testing facility in Sequim

· Encourage local and regional ballast water treatment system use and applying best available technology elements 

· State will work on protocols for improving exchange effectiveness

· State will work on protocols for testing treatment compliance

Strong and Effective National Treatment Standards Will Assist State Management 

· Currently pursuing west coast coordination with Canada, California, Oregon, Alaska, and Hawaii 
· MOA with USCG Seattle in progress for cooperative/collaborative implementation
· State authorities to fill gaps and protect unique environments (i.e., Puget Sound)
WA Ballast Water Management Regulatory Authority (RCW 77.120)
· Ensure that the discharge of exchanged or treated ballast water poses minimal risk of introducing nonindigenous species

· “Vessel” defined as >300 gross tons carrying or capable of carrying ballast water

· Set ballast water exchange and treatment standards for waters of the state

· Require all vessels to submit USCG ballast water reporting forms to department 

· Require all vessels conducting coastal voyages to exchange outside 50 nautical miles or treat their ballast water

· Require all vessels conducting open ocean voyages to exchange outside of 200 nautical miles or treat their ballast water

· Inspect vessels for compliance and accuracy

· Monitor effectiveness of exchanged and treated ballast water

· Approve treatment technology systems for use in waters of the state

· Assess fees up to $5,000 and requirements for compliance plans or alternative strategies for vessels claiming safety exemptions

· Assess civil penalties up to $27,500 per day for continuing violations

Other State Ballast Water Management Coordination

	Invasive Species Council
	Statewide coordination all invasive species

Funding and legislative assistance

	Ballast Water Work Group
	Assist WDFW on policy and science

	Aquatic Nuisance Species Committee
	Statewide ANS management plan development

Coordination

	Puget Sound Partnership
	Puget Sound coordination, policy, action agenda and budgeting

	Pacific Ballast Water Group
	West Coast coordination


For more information contact:

Allen Pleus

WDFW ANS Coordinator

(360) 902-2724

pleusaep@dfw.wa.gov
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